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Letter of transmittal

4 November 1998
Mr. Secretary-General,

After more than half a century of dispossession of the Palestinian people and at the
threshold of a new millennium, it is more important than ever to promote rapid further
progress in the peace process. The question of Palestine&asad a crossroads, and many
crucial decisions will be made at the fifty-third session of the General Assembly and in the
months to come. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People and its Bureau have devoted much thought to ways in which to implement the mandate
of the Committee in the most effective and useful manner, in order not only to strengthen
international solidarity with the Palestinian people to bring about the realization of its
inalienable rights but also to revitalize the spirit of reconciliation and cooperation that is so
essential to the achievement of a lasting solution.

The Committee salutes your contribution to the promotion of a just and comprehensive
settlement and to the improvement of economic prospects and cooperation throughout the
region. The Committee pledges itself to intensify its own efforts in support of thodertaken
by the international community to bring about an end to this conflict which has bedevilled
the United Nations, cost countless lives and drained the resources of the region for such a
long time.

In the hope that our work will make a constructive contribution to the deliberations of
the General Assembly, | have the honour to enclose herewith the report of the Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for submission to the General
Assembly in accordance with paragraph 5 of Assembly resolution 52/49 et@mber1997.

We especially draw your attention to the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee,
contained in paragraphs 86 to 94 of its report.

The report covers the period from 5 November 1997 to 4 November 1998.
Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(Signed)ibra Deguén&a
Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

His Excellency
Mr. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Chapter l. of occupation which are not only in violation of the Geneva
; Convention relative to the Protection of @ian Persons in
Introduction Time of War, of 12 Augustl949 (the Fourth Geneva
. . . Convention), and Securityd@incil resolutions, but are also
1. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienabl L
Rights of the Palestinian People was established by t ontrary to the spirit and the letter of the peace process, pose

, X fave obstacles to its continuation and fuel mistrust, tension
General Assembly in resolution 3376 (XXX) of 10 Novembe d vi :
. : . violence by extremists.
1975, with the task of recommending a programme demgneg

to enable the Palestinian people to exercise its inaliena®le  Despite the glimmer of hope currently on the horizon,
r|ghts as recognized by the Assemb|y in resolutBnB6 the Committee believes that theamerbation of the situation

(XXIX) of 22 November 1974. on the ground calls for the redoubling of efforts by all
oncerned in order to ensure respect for international law and
nited Nations resolutions, and a speedy return to full and
(?mprehensive negotiations and cooperation between the
Lrties. As the organ of the General Assembly dealing with
e ; : - —the question of Palestine, the Committee has supported, and
comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the question rticipated actively in, all recent multilateral initiatives in

Palestine, the core of the Arab-lsraell cpnfhct, must be ba; s regard and intends to continue to do so to the best of its
on the relevant United Nations resolutions and the foIIowmgOilities

essential principles: the withdrawal of Israel from the

Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including

Jerusalem, angl from the othe.r occupigd Aral_a te.rritorie@’hapter .

respect for the right of all States in the region to live in peace .
within secure and internationally recognized boundaries; and Mandate of the Committee
the recognition and exercise of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-determinatio®:  The mandate of the Committee on the Exercise of the
The Committee’s recommendations could not bkialienable Rights of the Palestinian People was again
implemented, and the Assembly each year renewed tighewed by the General Assembly in resolution 52/49 of 9

Committee’s mandate and requested it to intensify its effofkecember 1997, in which the Assembigter alia: (a)
in pursuit of its objectives. endorsed the recommendations of the Commfittee and

) ) ) . requested it to continue to keep under review the situation
3. The Committee welcomed the historic breabllrg!h In relating to the question of Palestine and to report and make
the peace process i®93 and the.subsequent eStab“Shmeihggestions to the Assembly or the Security Council, as
of new realities on the ground as |m.p0rtant steps towards t ropriate; (b) authorized the Committee to continue to exert
achievement of a comprehensive, just and lasting settlem fforts to promote the exercise of the inalienable rights of

of tr;e.que;gn lof saleztme, blas7ed in hSecurlty Qounge Palestinian people, and to report thereon to the Assembly
resolutions .( 967) and 338 (1973). Att e same time, the;q fifty-third session and thereafter; and (c) requested the
Committee continued to work towards the full realization % ommittee to continue to extend its cooperation to

the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including ﬂﬁ%n-governmental organizations in their contribution towards

rightto self-d_e_termlnanon and to its own mdepen_dent StatI‘?eightening international awareness of the facts relating to
and to mobilize the needed international assistance apd question of Palestine

solidarity during the transitional period.

2.  The recommendations made by the Committee in i(t:
first report were endorsed by the Assembly as a basis for t
solution to the question of Palestine. In its subseque
reports? the Committee has continued to stress tha

. ) . 7. . Inits resolution 52/50 of 9 Decemb&®97, on the
4. _ The stalemate in the peace proce_ss,whlch has Com'nfﬁgision for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations
during most of the past year despite th? efforts bY F@ecretariat, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General
co-sponsors and othe_r _mterested parties to re-iniggt continue to provide the Division with the necessary
momentum into the negotiations, has caused extreme CONCRHL 4 rces, including those required for the further

In that regard, t?ehCommitFee welcomed the signing, on ?o%velopment of the United Nations Information System on the
October 1998, of the Wye River Memargum and expressed o qtion of Palestine, and to ensure that it continues to

the hope that it would clear the way for further progress in tl}ﬁscharge the tasks detailed in previous resolutions.
Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations. The Committee,

however, has joined the international community in
condemning the intensification of the policies and practices
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8. In its resolution 52/51 of 9 Decemb&697, on the B. Participation in the work of the
special information programme on the question of Palestine, Committee
the Assembly requested the Department of Public Information

of the United Nations Secretariat, in full cooperation angl3  aqin previous years, the Committee reconfirmed that
coordination with the Committee, to continue, with they, states Members and Permanent Observers to the United
necessary flexibility as may be required by developmenigyions desiring to participate in the work of the Committee
affecting the question of Palestine, its special informatiafy, shservers were welcome to do so. In 1998 the Cibimen
programme for the biennium 19981999, with particulafyain welcomed as observers all the States and organizations
emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North Americapt had participated in its work in the preceding yéar.

9. Incarrying outits programme of work, the Committeg 4 | accordance with established practice, the Permanent
also took into account General Assembly resolution 52/52 gfyserver of Palestine participated in the work of the

9 December1997, in which the Assemblyinter alia, committee as an observer, attended all its meetings and made
reaffirmed the necessity of achieving a peaceful settlemeffservations and proposals for consideration by the
of the question of Palestine in all its aspects, expressed its {8l 1 mittee and its Bureau. In that regard, the Cattea took
support for the ongoing peace process, and stressed the with satisfaction of the adoption by the General
for the realization of the inalienable rights of the Palestiniaﬂssembwy by an overwhelming vote in favour, of resolution
people, primarily the right to self-determination; the need fa§2/250 of 7 July 1998 on the participation of Palestine in the
the withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territoryyok of the United Nations, which conferred upon Palestine
occupied since 1967; and the need for resolving the problefgitional rights and privileges of participation in the sessions
of the Palestine refugees. and work of the General Assembly and the international

conferences convened under the auspices of the Assembly or

other organs of the United Nations, as well as in United
Chapter lIl.

A Nations conferences.
Organization of work

A. Membership and officers Chapter IV.

Review of the situation relating to
10. ByGeneral Assembly decision 52/317 of 9 December  the question of Palestine
1997, South Africa and Namibia were appointed members
of the Committee, increasing the membership to 25. Trl%l
Committee was encouraged by this expression of growi
support for its work. The Committee is accordingly compose
of the following Member States: Afghanistan, Belarus, Cub

Pursuant to its mandate, the Committee on the Exercise
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People continued
keep under review the situation relating to the question of

alestine and, in particular, to monitor the situation in the

Cyprus’, Guinea, (_3uyana, Hungary, India, Indone§|a, L %cupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and the
People’s Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Ma evelopments in the peace process

Malta, Namibia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, South Africa, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine and6. The Committee followed closely and with increasing
Yugoslavia® concern the efforts made throughout the year to restart the

. . eace process. In the Committee’s view, the reluctance of the
11. At its 235th meeting, on 5 February 1998, th

. . overnment of Israel to abide by the existing agreements
Committee re-elected Ibra Deguéne Ka (Senegal) BS y g ag

. . . ecluded the possibility of a constructive dialogue and the
Chairman, and re-elected Ravan A. G. Farhadi (Afghanist ntinuation of the peace process in accordance with the

af‘d Bru_no Eduardo Rodng_uez Parrilla (Cuba) aﬁgreed timetable. Essential aspects of the agreements, such
Vice-Chairmen and George Saliba (Malta) as Rapporteu%s further Israeli withdrawals from the West Bank, safe
12. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted ipgssage between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the Gaza
programme of work for 1998. airport and seaport, and the release of prisoners, remained
unimplemented in the year under review. The Committee
welcomed the signing at Wye Mills, Maryland, United States
of America, on 23 October 1998, of the Wye River
Memorandum and accompanying documents, which provided,
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inter alia, for: further Israeli redeployment from 13 per cent  Ministry of the Interior approved the construction of 58 units

of the West Bank; the steps to be taken by the parties in the inthe area of the Mount of Olives. At the egdsii 898,

area of security; the renewal of negotiations on safe passage the Israeli authorities gave final approval for the construction
between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip; the agreementto of 132 units in the Ras al-Amud neighbourhood of the city.
address without delay the issue of the Port of Gaza; and the On Jabal Abu Ghneim, the infrastructure stage of construction
commitment to resume permanent status negotiations. The of the “Har Homa” settlement has been completed and the
Committee viewed the conclusion of this agreement as an Government has declared that building is soon to begin. A
important breakthrough in the efforts to restart the peace plan for strengthening Israel's control over Jerusalem was
process. The Committee also expressed the hope that theouced in June, with the creation of a Greater Jerusalem
Memorandum would be implemented in full and would umbrella municipality with administrative powers over an
restore the atmosphere of trust and confidence between the enlarged area encompassing nearby towns in Israel and a
parties, enabling them to move without delay to the permanent numbertttfrsents in the West Bank, with the stated

status negotiations. purpose of linking them and strengthening the Jewish majority

17. One of the principal stumbling blocks to the peadd the entire area.

process has been the growth of settlements throughout the 19. Reflecting the intensification of settlement activities,
occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, in it was reported that the settler population in the West Bank
pursuance of the stated policy of the Government of Israel and the Gaza Strip grew by 3.3 per cent, to a total of 169,339
Government. To encourage settlement, prospective settlers in the first six mod®@&fwith 163,173 dders in the

are offered various incentives in the form of low-rate loans, West Bank and 6,166 in the Gaza Strip. In addition, some
favourable purchase prices and grants. Initiold to the 180,000 s#lers are estimated to be living in the Jerusalem
expansion of existing settlements, new ones have been or are area. The situation is further aggravateztbletiaced

being established. According to reports, these included, in pace of demolition of Palestinian houses by the Israeli
late November 1997, a newtlement known as “Oranim” authorities. Since the beginning 1898, some 112

in the “Modi’'in” block, west of Ramallah; in June 1998, a Palestinian homes have been demolished in the West Bank
new settlement known as “Hadar Betar”, south of Bethlehem, and 14 in East Jerusaldtmgésuhe displacement of

as well as approval for the construction of 150 new housing over 440 Palestinians. As at A9§&tsome 1,800

units in “Kiryat Arba”, east of Hebron; allocation by the Palestinian homes were reportedly targeted for demolition and
Knesset Finance Committee of some US$24 million for the were being destroyed at the rate of about one a day.

construction of 400 new units in village settlements, whic The presence of settlements further exacerbates an

are essentially new areas on the outskirts of eX'St'r}ﬁreadytense situation because of the provocative actions of

settlements; and approval by the Ministry of Defence of ﬂ'@(tremist and armed settler groups. On numer sions,

transfer of 150 mobile homes to the settlements of DOleVs’ettIers have moved illegally into Palestinian areas, forcefully

Neve Tzuf and_ Shavut Rachel s Inresponse toa_campa'%l:cupying housing or beginning the construction of new
by settlers against further Isrge_ll rede_p!oym(_ant in the Weﬁ&using under Israeli police protection. Violent
Bank. In late J_uly 1998, the C'_V'I Administration appro_ve(_ii:onfrontations with Palestinian civilians have often ensued.
th(_a construction of a new n_e|ghbo_urho_od of_200 unlt_s Hhe Temporary International Presence in Hebron, the
hKlryat Arba’. Ifjl:jrt:er housmgb un|t?, |Eclud|ng| mObII‘:"ir]ternational observer force set up in 1994, has expressed
omes, were adde toa numboer o other sett ements,c%cem at the aggressive behaviour of settlers in the city and
particular near Nablus and in the area of Hebron still undﬂ{eir increased verbal and physical attacks against
occupation, whe_re clashes between settlers and Pa_leStiniagﬁstinians and their property. On 11 June 1998, the Israeli
have geﬂerated Increasing tensmn. It WZS reported in Aug'd?‘rjhy authorized the creation of civil defence militias which
1h998 r: at 3’235 ”‘?Vé unl_ts werender construction operate alongside Israeli police and security forces inside
throughout the occupied territory. settlements in the West Bank, beginning with the largest
18. Of particular concern are settlement activities in and settlements of “Ma’ale Adumim” and “Givat Ze'ev” near
around Jerusalem, where Palestinian residency rights are also  Jerusalem, and “Ariel” south of Nablus.

:imger mcrlega;éng threité gohoa,s F’ee” ZStmf'a;e? th'at', a TF Another issue of great concern to the Committee is the
ebruary - ; up to 15, |dlﬂ!1y.car s of Palestinian . inyed imprisonment of a large number of Palestinians in
Jerusalemites may have been confiscated. In June 1998I§Qel (a total of 3,228 as at AuguE998, to whom must be
e?rre?!stse'c;lﬁr group t?]%k ovr(]er 4dh2lljs'n.g unltls "j]md a pI%ded Palestinians held under administrative detention or
offand in the Silwan neighbourhood. Also in early June, ﬂ]‘Etiled in facilities run by the Israeli Defence Forces).
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Information reviewed by the human rights treaty bodies 25. The Committee also welcomed the important work
indicates that the Israeli authorities have continued to use carried out by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
psychological and physical torture against Palestinian for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) in
detainees, resulting in a considerable deterioration of their  providing relief and social services to Palestinian refugees in
health. In that regard, the Committee called upon Israelto the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Committee expressed
respect its obligations under human rights treaties and the great concern, however, at the considerable deficit in the
Fourth Geneva Convention and to release the prisoners in  Agency’s budget and the continued decline in the level of
implementation of the bilateral agreements signed to date.  service delivered to Palestinian refugees. In the light of this,

22. The Committee observed with great concern tha"ﬂe Committee reiterated its call for stepped up international
' ipport for the vital humanitarian activities of UNRWA.

during the year, the Palestinian economy continued to sufféHP
in particular owing to the prolonged closures of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip and the resulting fragmentation of tlgha ter V

territory under the Palestinian Authority, which restricted th p . )

movement of workers and goods, caused growing hardships Action taken by the Committee

and led to a decline in output, exports, investment and

income. Economic conditions in the Gaza Strip wereA. Action taken in accordance with General
particularly precarious, with an unemployment rate of some  Assembly resolution 52/49

30 per cent. Unemployment in the West Bank was around 20

percept: Overall, therg had beer.1a.steady deterioration of e |, pursuance of its mandate and in response to the
Palestinian economy since the signing of the 1993 agreemepbysening situation with regard to prospects for a just and
with gross national product per capita declining by at leagbmprehensive settlement of the question of Palestine, the
20 per centin real terms. Committee multiplied its efforts to malize the international

23. The Committee also expressed concern at the repd¥@nmunity in support of the Palestinian people, in
of water shortages in the occupied Palestinian territory, whi€foperation with United Nations bodies, intergovernmental
were seriously harming Palestinian agriculture and causiftganizations, Governments, non-governmental organizations
severe difficulties, particularly in view of the fact that Israeénd others, as indicated below.

continues to control and utilize Palestinian water resources

freely for its own needs and those of the settlements.1. Action in the Security Council and the General
Increasing industrial pollution, including groundwater Assembly

poIIuti_on, re_sulting from Israeli indu_strial activity in the (a) Resumed tenth emergency special session of the
occ_upled_terrltory als_o (_amerged as anissue for concern. While General Assembly

noting with appreciation that some donor countries had

agreed to finance a major drilling project in the southern Wed?- The Chairman and members of the Committee
Bank, the Committee considered that ultimately only thRAarticipated actively in the second and third resumption of the
restoration of the rights of Palestinians to their own naturf§nth emergency special session of the General Assembly

occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the Occupied

24.  The Committee was encouraged to note that, despite B\§astinian Territory”. Following the issuance of the report
growing difficulties faced by the Palestlnla_n economy, thgf the Secretary-General (A/ES-10/16-S/1997/798 and
international donor community had continued to makgqq 1) pursuant to General Assembly resolution ES-10/3 of
sustained and determined efforts to meet emergency needs g9,y 1997, the emergency special session was reconvened
to promote the economic and social development of the, 13 November 1997 at the request of the Permanent
Palestinian people. The Committee also welcomed thg,, eqentative of Yemen, in his capacity as Chairman of the
continued assistance rendered to the Palestinian people bythg, Group for the month of October 1997, the Permanent
United Nations family of organizations. It also noted withpe esentative of Indonesia, in his capacity as Chairman of
appreciation the continuing essential role played by thfe |sjamic Group of the Organization of the Islamic
United Nations Special Coordinator in the Occupiegh,nference in New York, and the Permanent Representative

Territories in serving as a focal point for coordinating ang co|ompia, in his capacity as Chairman of the Coordinating
channelling the varied types of assistance provided by tB‘Elreau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries.
United Nations to the Palestinian people.
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28. The Chairman of the Committee took part in the debate resolutions and stresseéctssity of the full and

and made a statement in which he called upon the Assembly immediate implementation by Israel, the occupying Power,
to express the position and will of the international ofthose demands; reiterated once again its recommendation
community in a clear and forthright manner, and to adopt concerning the convening of a conference on measures to
measures that would restore respect for international enforce the Fourth Geneva Convention in the Occupied
legitimacy and thus help to move the process forward Palestinian Territory; reiterated its recommendation to the
(A/ES-10/PV.6). Government of Switzerland to undertake the necessary

29. At the end of the debate, the General Assembly, byéeparatory stepg with regard t.o the conver'wing of such a
recorded vote of 139 to 3, with 13 abstentions, adopt&(j)nference, including the convening of a meeting of experts;
resolution ES-10/4 of 13 November 1997. in which iglecided to extend the target date for the convening of the

condemned the failure of the Government of Israel to compl eec';l'ng of e;]xpertshuntll the end Opr,r'll 1998_; and deC|deq|

with the provisions of two previous resolutions; reiterated i adjourn t e'tent emergency special session temporarily
recommendation for the convening of a conference of tﬁ@d to authorize the President of the most recent General
High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Convention dbr@semblyto resume its meeting upon request from Member

measures to enforce the Convention in the occupiédates‘

Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem; recommended to i . )

the Government of Switzerland, in its capacity as thelP) Security Council meeting, 30 June 1998

depositary of the Geneva Convention, to undertake tB2. Following the decision by the Government of Israel to
necessary steps, including the convening of a meetingfafther expand the boundaries of Jerusalem and create an
experts, as soon as possible and with a target date not latgtbrella municipality that would include a number of
than the end of February 1998; called for reinjectingettlements in the West Bank, the Security Council, at the
momentum into the stalled Middle East peace process and feguest of the Permanent Representative of the Sudan, in his
the implementation of the agreements reached between gagacity as the Chairman of the Group of Arab States for the
Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberatiomonth of June 1998, held two meetings on 30 June 1998 to
Organization, as well as for the upholding of the principlesonsider the situation in the occupied Arab territories. The
of the process, including the exchange of land for peace; agtlairman of the Committee intervened in the debate,
decided to adjourn its tenth emergency special sessi@gpressing the hope that the Security Council would take
temporarily and to authorize the President of the most recaintely measures, with the support of the sponsors of the peace
General Assembly to resume its meetings upon request frpivcess, to put an end to the unilateral decisions concerning
Member States. control over the Holy City of Jerusalem, which must remain

30. The tenth emergency special session was agH?ﬁ living symbol of peaceful coexistence among religions and
reconvened on 17 Marct998 at the request of the Permaneriiéoples thgt are different yet complementary (see S/PV.3900
Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic in his capacitffesumption)).

as the Chairman of the Arab Group for the month of Marc83. In a statement issued by its President on 13 July 1998,
1998, and by the Permanent Representative of Colombiatite Security Council recognized the importance and
his capacity as Chairman of the Coordinating Bureau of tRensitivity of the issue of Jerusalem to all parties; expressed
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. The Acting Chairmaiits support for the decision of the Palestine Liberation
of the Committee took part in the debate and made a statemengjanization (PLO) and the Government of Israel, in
in which he called upon the Government of Israel to compbccordance with the Declaration of Principles, that the
with the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention and tipgermanent status negotiations should cover the issue of
recommendations of the General Assembly, and to cooperatgusalem; and called upon the parties to avoid actions which
fully in the preparatory work aimed at the convening of theight prejudice the outcome of those negotiations. The
meeting of experts and the proposed conference of Higibuncil also stated that it considered the decision by the
Contracting Parties (A/ES-10/PV.8). Government of Israel to broaden the jurisdiction and planning

31. Atthe end of the debate, the General Assembly, byPgundaries of Jerusalem a serious and damaging
recorded vote of 120 to 3, with 5 abstentions, adopt&fvelopment, called upon Israel not to proceed with that
resolution A/RES/ES-10/5 of 17 March 1998, in which ifl€cision and not to take any other steps which would
reiterated its condemnation of the failure of the GovernmeRteludice the outcome of the permanent status negotiations,
of Israel to comply with the provisions of previousand to abide scrupulously by its legal obligations and

resolutions: reiterated all of the demands made in tho&@SPonsibilities under the Fourth Geneva Convention.
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Expressing support for the efforts of the Government ofthe the unanimous adoption by the General Assembly of a
United States of America to end the stalemate in the peace resolution in that regard.
process, the Council called upon the parties to respond
positively to those efforts; noted that the Palestinian side had2, Participation by the Chairman of the Committee
already given agreement in principle to the proposals of the  in international conferences and meetings
United Statgs; and expressed the hope that the permang .t The Chairman of the Committee participated in a
status negotiations could resume and progress could be made ; . . .

. . ! number of high-level meetings of intergovernmental bodies
towards the achievement of a just, lasting and comprehens%encemed with the question of Palestine and contributed to
peace based on Securitp@ncil resolutions 2421(967) and q

338 (1973). The Guncil also decided to keep Israeli action%]:;;gﬁ::?:r:at;nslén;:?Oﬁ)gvtv:f the inalienable rights of the
under review. peopie, '

(a) Eighth Islamic Summit Conference, Tehran,
(c) Communication addressed to the President of ~ 9-11 December1997. At the 236th meeting of the
the Security Council Committee, the Chairman reported on the resolutions adopted

| y the Eighth Islamic Summit Conference, which had
34. In a letter dated 17 February 1998 addressed to & ffirmed support for the peace process, had expressed

(F;rhes_ldent of ’;hehSetc::urlty (.?OUI’ICI| (]]‘9988134)’ the ACt'?g concern over the unilateral actions by Israel in the occupied
airman of the Committee referred to proposals _t|9alestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and had called

§tream::ner:h§ stan;ilng agenglda of(;hfe Council .by de!egr& fon the Security Council and the High Contracting Parties
|Femst gtd_a r;oth ein considere g,r a erta'r? p:r:o ‘10’ the Fourth Geneva Convention to take the necessary
time. He indicated that the Committee objected to the deletign, o rog (see A/53/72-S/1998/156, annex V, resolutions

of item§ _related to the exercise:- ofthe inglienable rights of trlg?_P (IS), 2/8-P (IS) and 6/8-P (IS));
Palestinian people, the Palestine question and the Arab-Israeli

conflict in the Middle East, which were of utmost concernnot  (b) ~ Twenty-fifth session of the Islamic Conference
only to the Committee but also to the majority of Membe@f Foreign Ministers, Doha, 15-19 March 1998The
States. He stated that, pending a comprehensive, just &ftfirman informed the Committee at 886th meeting that
lasting settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core dhe Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers had adopted a
which was the question of Palestine, in accordance wi@mmuniquée calling,inter alia, upon its members to
international legitimacy, those items should remain on the li§@mmemorate appropriately the fiftieth anniversary of the
as they continued to engage the responsibility of the Securiigpossession of the Palestinian people, and requesting
Council with regard to the maintenance of internationeage Islamic States which had established relations with Israel

and security. within the framework of the peace process, to reconsider such
relations (see A/53/95-S/1998/311, annex);
(d) Request for the inclusion of an item entitled (c) Bethlehem 2000 Participants Conference,
“Bethlehem 2000” in the agenda of the fifty- Brussels, 11-12 May 1998The Chairman attended the
third session of the General Assembly Bethlehem 2000 Participants Conference at the invitation of

35. Inresponse to a request made by the Committee atYasser Arafat,_ Chairman ofthe_E_xecutive C_ommittee of the
237th meeting on 16 ApriL998, the members of its BureadPLO and Pre_3|dent (_)f the Palestl_nlan Authority, and reported
addressed a letter to the Secretary-General dated 15 N&§he Commitiee at it838th meeting that the Conference had
1998 (A/53/141), recommending the inclusion of an itefa€en successful in mobilizing substantial international
entitled “Bethlehem 2000” in the agenda of the fifty-third®UPPOrt for the various aspects of the Bethlehem 2000
session of the General Assembly. In the explanatoRyOi€ct, and that President Arafat had welcomed the
memorandum annexed to the letter, the Bureau memb&@mmitiee’s engagement to do everything possible to
stressed the significance of holding the millennial celebratidl§ighten awareness of the project within the United Nations;
in a global vision of hope and peace for all peoples at  (d) Ministerial Meeting of the Coordinating
Bethlehem, one of the most historic and religiously significamBureau of the Non-Aligned Movement, Cartagena de
sites on Earth. They called for the mobilization ofndias, Colombia, 18-20 May 1998.In its final
international support for the undertaking by the Palestiniaammuniqué, the Ministerial Meetininter alia, expressed
Authority through financial contributions, investmentsupport for the draft resolution to be submitted to the General
expertise and promotion of international awareness, and fassembly to enable the full participation of Palestine in the
work of the United Nations and all of its subsidiary organs,
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and reiterated that the participation of Israel in the work of region, and welcomed its determination to continue to make
the General Assembly must be in conformity with effortsto restart the negotiations and to achieve a just peace
international law and the Charter of the United Nations; on the basis of the agreements already reached between the

(e) Sixty-eighth ordinary session of the Council Parties.

of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity and
thirty-fourth ordinary session of the As.sen)bly of Hgads B. Action taken by the Committee and the
of State and Government of the Organization of African S . . .

Unity, Ouagadougou, 4-10 June. 998.In its resolution on Division for questlnlan Rights in

the question of Palestine, the Council of Ministers of the ~accordance with General Assembly
Organization of African Unity (OAU) reaffirmed the resolutions 52/49 and 52/50

inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the right

to establish its own independent State with Jerusalem as3&  In carrying out its programme of meetings in the various
capital, called for implementation of the resolutions adopteegions, the Committee continued to give priority to
by the General Assembly at its tenth emergency specjalomoting the exercise of the inalienable rights of the
session and for the continuation of the peace processHalestinian people and the effective implementation of the
accordance with the relevant resolutions, and invited tlgreements reached between the parties, and to mobilizing
support of the member States of OAU for the Bethlehem 20ternational support for and assistance to the Palestinian
project (see A/53/179, annex |, resolutiorpeople.

CM/Dec/413(LXMIN); 40. Inaccordance with the authorization given to it by the
() Twelfth Conference of Heads of State or General Assemblyin resolution 52/49, the Committee again
Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, Durban, adjusted its programme as necessary in order to meet the
South Africa, 29 August—-3 September 1998The Heads evolving situation in the most effective and constructive
of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countriesyanner, while keeping in mind the continuing financial
reiterated their support for the inalienable rights of theonstraints facing the Organization. The Committee
Palestinian people, including the right to return and to arxpressed its great appreciation to the Governments of
independent State with Jerusalem as its capital; expres&slgium, Chile and Egypt for having provided venues and
confidence that Palestine would enjoy full membership in tHecilities for important events sponsored by the Committee.

United Nat_ions in the near future; and reiterated that thg In the course of the past year, the Committee, through
representation of Israel in the work of the General Assemily greau, developed fruitful and mutually beneficial
must be in conformity with international law and that the,neration on the question of Palestine with States members
c_redentlals Qf Isra_el did not cover the territories occupigg e European Union. The Bureau held periodic meetings
since 1967, including Jerusalem. with representatives of Luxembourg, the United Kingdom of
37. The Chairman of the Committee also spoke on beh&feat Britain and Northern Ireland and Austria, in their
of the Committee at the meeting of the Special Cdttee on capacity as holders of the Presidency of the European Union,
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of then furthering cooperation between the Committee and those
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonitiree members of the European Union. The Bureau was
Countries and Peoples, in observance of the Week @icouraged by the exchange of views with the members of the
Solidarity with Peoples of All Colonial Territories FightingEuropean Union, as well as by the growing understanding
for Freedom, Independence and Human Rights, held at Uniteetween the two sides. The Bureau was also grateful to the
Nations Headquarters, on 22 May 1998. members of the European Union for their strong position in

38. The Committee also continued to follow with grea?Upport of the peace process and substantial economic

interest the activities of other intergovernmental organizatioﬁs?‘st'_st"’mcr(]a t? th? IP da_llelstlman p_eople. BfOth sides _agreed to
relating to the question of Palestine, in particular the" Inue the fruitiul dialogue on issues of common interest.

European Union, the decisions and resolutions of Unitek?. The Bureau also held useful and constructive meetings
Nations bodies and agencies, notably the Economic awith the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs and
Social Council, the Commission on Human Rights and thbe Under- Secretary-General for Public Information on key
Committee against Torture, and the i efforts made by elements of the implementation of its programme of work.
many Governments. The Committee noted the increasing

concern of the international community over the stalemate in1. Conference in Support of the Inalienable Rights

the peace process and the aggravation of tensions in the of the Palestinian People
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43. The Conference in Support of the Inalienable Rights of 2. Seminars and meetings of non-governmental
the Palestinian People was held at Brussels, on 24 and 25 organizations
February 1998, in cooperation with the Organization of thfg

) In accordance with previous decisions to streamline its
Islamic Conference and the League of Arab States.

programme of meetings, and in the light of the need to

44. The Conference was attended by many high-level redeploy funds towards other initiatives, the Committee
participants, including Erik Derycke, Minister for Foreign decided not to hold the annual meeting of consultations with

Affairs of Belgium, who opened the meeting and spoke on the coordinating committees of non-governmental
behalf of the host country. Among the disguished speakers organizationsli®98, and to review that decision in the

were Hennadiy Udovenko, President of the General Assembly context of its programb$9fr

of the United Nations; Carlos Lemos Simmonds49.
Vice-President of Colombia; Azeddine Laraki,A
Secretary-GeneraI- of the Orggmzaﬂon of the lSIamBr anizations, the Bureau of the Committee met informally
Conference; and Said Kamal, Assistant S_ec;retary-(}ener h some members of the Coordinating Committee in New
the League of Arab States for Palestinian Affairs. Th%rk on 2 February 1998 for an exchange of views with

Challrman of the Exe-zc.utlve Commlttee of the PLO anpe ard to current priorities in the work of the Coritree and
President of the Palestinian Authority, Yasser Arafat, attend ure cooperation with the North American non-

the Conference and made an important statement. Statem '?)\Ternmental organizations.
were also made by the representative of the Secretary-Genera

of the United Nations, high-level representatives of Membe
States, and by representatives of OAU and the Islami
Development Bank.

In response to a request made by members of the North
merican Coordinating Committee of Non-Governmental

réa) European Symposium of Non-Governmental
Organizations

45. Anumber of eminent personalities from various par

pf the world, ‘”C'“dif‘g Palestinians an_d Israelis, participa_te, ction by non-governmental organizations in support of the
nan e>§change QfV'eWS on the fol_lo_wmg themes. promonnﬁlﬁalienable rights of the Palestinian people”, was held at
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people: a key to PeaLe  ols on 26 February 1998, after the Conference in
in the Middle East; the need to improve the living conditiong ' ’

of the Palestinian people and promote economic and so l1pp0l’t of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

development: and the Middle East peace process: the cur(r:?r]] participants included representatives of European non-
situation and, prospects ' governmental organizations, Governments, United Nations

_ _ bodies and agencies, intergovernmental organizations, a
46. The organizers of the Conference issued concludigglegation of Palestine, and a number of panellists, including
remarks, in which they voiced concern at the stalemate in tp@lestinians and Israelis.

peace process caused by setbacks and obstacles bu t n pézi(?e The following topics were discussed by the participants:
by the Government of Israel. They referred to the wolamome

- . Middle East peace process: current situation and
by Israel of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention i o .
. . . prospects; the European position and the policy of the
its settlement policies, attempts at altering the demograph o . . . -
tropean Union; and international law, world public opinion

historical and cultural character and status of Jerusalem ang. L -
: . ) . .and the role of non-governmental organizations. In their final
the imposition of an economic blockade on the Palestinian

. . . . ment, the non-governmental organizations expr
territory. The organizers emphasized the fact that, whlletﬁtate ent, the non-gove ental organizations expressed

. . ; : cfeep concern at the stalemate in the negotiations, resulting
world was celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa . . .
in particular from the unilateral actions of the Government

Declaration of Human Rights, the rights of the Palest|n|a61f Israel. They reiterated their commitment to a just and

people continue to be denied. They underlined the fact tngtsting peace based on self-determination for the Palestinian

the Israeli occupation of Palestinian and Arab lands, mcludng%ople, an independent Palestinian State with Jerusalem as

Jerusalem, must be brought to an end without delay. T : . -
. ) I S capital and the right of return for Palestinian refugees.
organizers also reaffirmed the permanent responsibility of the

United Nations towards the question of Palestine until it 82. The report of the Symposium will be issued as a
resolved in all its aspects. publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

0. The European Symposium of Non-Governmental
rganizations on the Question of Palestine with the theme

47. A comprehensive report containing the proceedings of
the Conference will be issued as a publication of the Division
for Palestinian Rights.
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(b) International Meeting of Non-Governmental themselves resolve fundamental political issues and that
Organizations political action required a faourable economic environment

53. The United Nations International Meeting of Non!" o_r(_jer to succec_ad. There was a consensus among the
farticipants regarding the responsibility of the international

Governmental Organizations on the Question of Palesting; ity including th irod . b d
with the theme “The question of Palestine: the internationﬁ?mmun'ty’ including the United Nations, Member States an

responsibility 50 years later”, was held at Cairo, on 25 armtergovernmental organizations, for ending 30 years of

26 April 1998. The Meeting was attended by panellists fror(ﬁccupation and 50_years of dispossession of the Palestinian
various regions, including Palestinians and Israelis, as Wgﬁ‘:ople. The Committee was encouraged that many speakers

as representatives of non-governmental organiza’[ior‘?!%i;[hle seminar express.ed t.heb\lllewtgatthe est:brl]ls.hment of
Governments, United Nations bodies and agencied alestinian State was inevitable, and expressed their support

intergovernmental organizations, and a delegation Eﬂr itas the only viable solution.
Palestine. 58. The report of the Seminar was issued as a document of

54. Panel discussions were held on the internatiorfdf Gengral As§embly and the Economic and Sgcial Council
responsibility fifty years later, and on support by nonfor consideration under th'e relevant agenda items, 'at the
governmental organizations for international efforts fequest of  the Challrman (,Jf the Commlttge
promote a comprehensive, just and lasting solution of ti{g/>3/152-E/1998/71). It will also be issued as a publication
question of Palestine. In their final statement, th@f the Division for Palestinian Rights.

participating non-governmental organizations noted with ) . ) ]

satisfaction that the meeting had been convened in the Middi¢l) Latin American and Caribbean Seminar and

East for the first time and urged that future events for non- ~ SYmposium of Non-Governmental Organizations
governmental organizations also be held in the region. They ~ ©n the Question of Palestine

reiterated their commitment to a just and lasting peace bass@l The Latin American and Caribbean Seminar and
on self-determination and the establishment of an independgymposium of Non-Governmental Organizations, with the
Palestinian State with Jerusalem as its capital. In supportthéme “Achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting solution
that goal, the non-governmental organizations reaffirmed thejif the question of Palestine — the role of Latin America and
recognition of the State of Palestine in conformity with theghe Caribbean”, was held at Santiago, from 26 to 29 May
1988 Declaration of Independence, anoked to1999 as the 1998. The participants included representatives of
year of the State of Palestine. The participating noiGovernments, a representative of the host Government,
governmental organizations also stated that they would warkpresentatives of United Nations bodies and agencies, and
with their constituents and the public to prepare them for the delegation of Palestine, as well as experts from Latin

declaration of the independent Palestinian State. America and the Caribbean and other regions, including
55. The report of the Meeting will be issued as a publicatidn@/estinian and Israeli panellists.
of the Division for Palestinian Rights. 60. The following issues were discussed by the participants:

the current political situation; the current situation in the
(c) Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem; and the

56. A seminar, with the theme “Facing the challenges of tf@!€ Of Latin America and the Caribbean in promoting a

year 2000: promoting Palestinian national development”, wg8MPrehensive, just and lasting solution of the question of
held at Cairo, on 27 and 28 April 1998. The participanth)aleSt'ne through solidarity and .aSS|stance. In a final
included Palestinian and Israeli panellists, representativesdgcument adopted at the conclusion of the meeting, the
Governments, including the host Government, representatiR& ticipants emphasized the significance of the role of Latin
of United Nations bodies and agencies, representatives 8ferica and the Caribbean in promoting a comprehensive,

intergovernmental organizations, and a delegation st and lasting solution of the question of Palestine in
Palestine accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions. They

particularly welcomed the holding of the meeting in Chile
57.  The following topics were discussed by the participantsecause of its prominent role in the region and in international
the Palestinian development plan; gathering information fgggies, the presence of many Chileans of Palestinian descent,
future planning: the results of the Palestinian census; agflj its support for Palestinian rights. The participants called
overcoming obstacles: the role of the internationgjpon the Governments of Latin America and the Caribbean
community. Summarizing the results of the Seminar, thg play an important role in promoting Palestinian efforts to
Chairman noted that economic measures could not Byhieve independence and sovereignty, in particular by
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establishing diplomatic representation in the area under the 66. Accordingly, the Division continued to respond to
Palestinian Authority and by supporting the upgrading of the requests for information and to prepare and disseminate
status of Palestine at the United Nations. For their part, non- throughout the world the following publications:

governmental organizations decided to assign priority to (a) Monthly bulletin covering action by the

humanitarian, social and cultural assistance to the Palestin@&nmittee United Nations bodies and agencies, and

pepr_)l_e, as well as t_h_e promotlor_l of d|al.o.gue:= and. ]O"i]rtltergovernmental organizations concerned with the question
activities by the Palestinian and Jewish comiities in Latin of Palestine:

America and the Caribbean with the objective of achieving

better mutual understanding and promoting support for the ~ (b)  Periodic bulletin entitled “Developments related
peace process. to the Middle East peace process”;

61. The report of the Seminar and Symposium will be ~ (¢) Monthly chronology of events relating to the
issued as a publication of the Division for Palestinian Rightduestion of Palestine, based on media reports and other

sources;
(e) North American Symposium of Non- (d) Reports of meetings organized under the auspices
Governmental Organizations of the Committee;

62. The North American Symposium of Non-Governmental ~ (e) Special bulletin on the observance of the
Organizations with the theme “Fifty years of dispossessianternational Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People;
of the Palestinian people”, was held at United Nations

o . Annual compilation of relevant resolutions,
Headquarters, from 15 to 17 June 1998. Participants mcludgd . (f) P
. o ecisions and statements by the General Assembly and the
representatives of non-governmental organizations fro

Canada and the United States of America, Governmengs](?cu“ty Council relating to the question of Palestine.

United Nations bodies and agencies, and intergovernmerfil.  In addition, the Division published a study entitled “The

organizations, a delegation of Palestine, and panellisgdatus of Jerusalem”. It also updated and reissued its

including Palestinians and Israelis. information notes on the work of the Committee and the

il%ivision, on the activities of the United Nations and those of

topics: memory: remembering the Palestinian historngn-governmental prgamzanons on thgqugsﬂon of Palgspne,
: i ¥nd on the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian

conscience- stra}tegle.s for contesting the future; and fr eople. The Committee expressed the wish that the Division
memory to conscience: the consequences for the work of ngn-

governmental organizations in North America. In additiorPreloare anew pamphlet on the guestion of Palestine, in close

workshops were held, at which the participating non<§ooperat|0n with the Department of Public Information.

governmental organizations decided on a number of dietss

to be carried out in future, in particular regarding Israeli
settlements, Jerusalem, the closures, promoting respect for
the Fourth Geneva Convention, and refugees, as well @. The Division for Palestinian Rights, in cooperation with
monitoring of the media in order to ensure fairness anélevant technical services of the United Nations Secretariat,
accuracy. continued to develop UNISPAL, as mandated by the General
%ssembly in 1991. This included a further upgrading of
hardware and software, the expansion of the collection of
documents, improvement of a database relating to non-
governmental organizations, and the establishment and further
development of the question of Palestine and UNISPAL sites,
65. The Committee continued to attach great importanegttp://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/gpal> and

to the essential contribution of the Division for Palestiniarhttp://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.nsf>, respectively, on the
Rights and requested it to continue its established programmmeernet.

of work, including studies and publications, the furtheé9

. . . The technical resources of the Division were also used
development of the electronic information system United L . i
to assist in the electronic conversion of the records of the

Nations Information System on the question of Palesml?nited Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine, in

(UNISPAL), the annual training programme for staff of the . .
L , ursuance of the mandate given by the General Assembly in
Palestinian Authority, and the annual observance of the .
. T - résolution 51/129 of 13 Decembed996 and the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, . .
Understanding reached with regard to the redeployment of

63. Papers were presented by the panellists on the follow

4. United Nations Information System on the
Question of Palestine

64. The report of the Symposium will be issued as
publication of the Division for Palestinian Rights.

3. Research, monitoring and publications

10
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funds from savings generated in carrying out the programme  officials and analysts from the Palestinian Authority, Israel,
of work of the Committee. neighbouring countries and the United States of America, as
well as the host country. Their presentations were followed
5. Training programme for staff of the Palestinian by an exchange of views with the participants in the audience,
Authority which consisted primarily of representatives of prominent
media organizations from the Asian region, as well as the

70. Two staff members of the Palestinian Authority fron}z’alestinian Authority and Israel. Representatives of Member

respectively, the Ministry of Planning and Internation - ; .
c P =1, y of M g ar tates and of specialized agencies based at New Delhi
ooperation and the Negotiations Affairs Department, .~ ) .
articipated in the seminar as observers.

participated in a training programme conducted by tHE
Division from September to Decemb#®97, in conjunction 75. The international seminar was held, in cooperation with
with the fifty-second session of the General Assembly. Thélye Government of the Czech Republic at Prague, on 24 and
familiarized themselves with various aspects of the work @6 June 1998. The format of the seminar was the same as that
the United Nations, attended various briefings and meetinggld at New Delhi and included the participation of

of relevant committees and bodies of the United Nations, adistinguished officials and analysts from the Palestinian

conducted research on topics of interest to them. Authority, Israel, neighbouring countries, the United States
of America, Europe and the host country, as well as prominent
6. International Day of Solidarity with the media representatives from Western and Eastern Europe, the
Palestinian People Palestinian Authority and Israel.

71. The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestiniaf6. The Department provided press coverage, in English
People was observed, on 1 Decemb297, at United Nations and French, of all meetings held at United Nations
Headquarters and at the United Nations Offices at Geneva dh@adquarters, including those of the Committee on the
Vienna. On the occasion of the observance at Headquartdesercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.
in addition to a solemn meeting of the Committee and oth&roverage in English and French was also provided to the
activities, an exhibit entitled “At home in Palestine”, wageminars and symposia held under the auspices of the
presented by the Permanent Observer Mission of Palestik@mmittee in Belgium, Chile and Egypt. Press releases were
under the auspices of the Corittee. The Committee noted issued on the texts of the statements by the Secretary-General.

with appreciation that the International Day had also beety. EFrom September 1997 to ufust 1998, the
observed in many other cities throughout the world. Detaif§issemination and Communications Unit of the Department,
on the observance are contained in the special bulletin issyg@ccordance with its established pattern, distributed 9,436
by the Division. hard copies of documents and, through electronic mail, 74
72. In adopting its programme of work, the Committeditles of documents related to the question of Palestine.

with the observance of the Day in 1998. to 481 requests for information concerning Middle East
issues, including the question of Palestine. Its Group

. Programmes and Community Liaison Unit organized nine
VI. Action taken by the Department of briefings on Middle East issues, including the question of

Public Information in accordance Palestine. One briefing was devoted exclusively to the
with General Assembly resolution ~ question of Palestine.
52/51 79. From 15 September to 7 November 1997, the

Department organized a training programme at Headquarters
73. The Committee noted that, in pursuance of Genefdl @ group of 10 Palestinian media practitioners in order to
Assembly resolution 52/51, the Department of publistrengthen their professional capacity as information media
Information continued its special information programme oR€rsonnel.
the question of Palestine, which included the convening o8®. The quarterly publicatiodN Chroniclehas continued
regional seminar and an international seminar on the themgecover all important developments related to the question
“Prospects for peace”. of Palestine, including: action taken by the General Assembly
74. In cooperation with the Government of India, thatits fifty-second session and at its tenth emergency special

Department convened a regional seminar at New Delhi, §§SSION; action taken by the Security Council; special
3 and 4 February 1998. Pdlists included distinguished COVerage in the “Systemwatch” section of the publication of

11
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the activities of UNRWA, as well as other relevant aitas Sydney, in cooperation with the Human Rights and Equal

of the United Nations system. TR&N Chroniclealso carried Opportunities Commission of Australia, organized a public

an interview with Ibra Deguéne Ka, Chairman of the forum to highlight the rights of the Palestinian people. The
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Centre at Washington, D.C., organized meetings for the 10
Palestinian People, which was conducted by a group of the Palestinian media practitioners to observe the press
Palestinian media practitioners undertaking the training conference at the White House and the Department of State
programme at United Nations Headquatrters. ofthe United States of America, and provided administrative

81 The Radio and Central News Service of the Departme‘md logistical support for those journalists. The Centre in

covered extensively all aspects of Palestine and related issDALS arranged interviews with the Commissioner-General of

in daily news bulletins and weekly current affairs magazing \RWA With Le Monde Le Figaro, Libération and La
roix. The Centre at Tokyo arranged interviews for the

programmes, in both official and non-official languages fo?OI . X f : o d
regional and worldwide dissemination. The Service aldgglucation Director of UNRWA, wittYomiuri Shinburan

produced a four-part special series in Arabic entitled “Uniteb'® Japan TimesMiany centres also dealt with the question
" based cglg’alestme in their periodic newsletters and bulletins, issued

Nations assistance to the Palestinian People”, o - v
interviews conducted in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip Bgemal information materials in local languages, and made
relevant documents available.

the United Nations radio officer with United Nations officials,
personnel of the Palestinian Authority and United Nations 84. The global network of United Nations information
local staff. The Service widely covered in news magazines centres and information services actively promoted the central
United Nations-sponsored regional conferences on the issues relating to the question of Palestine, by organizing
guestion of Palestine held at Athens, New Delhi, Brussels and media activities and special events, producing newsletters and
Santiago, as well as the financial crisis of UNRWA. Meetings regularly disseminating relevant information materials made
of the tenth emergency special session of the General available from Headquarters. In many cases, the material
Assembly were also covered in news bulletins and news disseminated was translated into local languages. Six
magazine programmes, in various languages. information centres provided media relations and logistical

82. The Media Division of the Department taped on videsupport for major'seminars held on the.quesfcion of Ealgstine.
all the activities of the visit of the Secretary-General to the'® Centre at Cairo lent such support, including assigning the
Middle East, including the occupied Palestinian territory anfgational Press Officer to cover the Seminar on Assistance to
Israel. The footage and photographs were made availablél?s Palestinian People, followed by the International Meeting

news syndicators and used in the television production “Ye3f Non-Governmental Organizations on the Question of
in Review”. Palestine. The centres and services at Brussels and Santiago

also provided logistical, administrative and informational
83. The Department cooperated with the Division fo§ypport. The Department, in cooperation with and with the
Palestinian Rights in the media promotion of the Internationgksistance of the centres at New Delhi and Prague, organized
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People and provideghe regional and international seminars mentioned in
assistance in organizing the special exhibit in connection WiH&ragraphs 73 to 75 above. The Centre at Cairo, the Centre
the observance, entitled “At home in Palestine”. Thgnd Service at Beirut and the office of the United Nations
observance of the Day presented special opportunities f§&yelopment Programme at Amman provided assistance to
cooperating with local non-governmental organizations in thge visit by members of the Special Committee to Investigate
organization of joint events and programmes to draw attentip§yzeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
to the issue of Palestinian rights. Print and electronic medigy|estinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied

coverage of the eventin most of the countries concerned Wasritories to Egypt, Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic,
extensive. Panel discussions and forums, with thgym 21 to 31 July 1998.

participation of officials from Governments, delegations of i L
Palestine, United Nations officials and representatives of no%g" Thg Dag Hammarskjold ) Library ha}s initiated

governmental organizations, were among several activitigg0pera“ve, arrangements  with i the_ Library ~ and
organized by the United Nations information centres Hocumentation Centre of Al-Quds University at Jerusalem.
Mexico City, New Delhi, Ouagadougou, Rabat, Sydney,

Australia, and Tunis. The Centre at New Delhi collabora : :

with the Ministry of External Affairs, the Forum of Indiayﬂ' Conclusions a_nd recommendations
non-governmental organizations and Jawaharlal Nehru Of the Committee

University and the Embassy of Palestine. The Centre at

12
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The Committee reaffirms that the United Nations has

89.

86. Acrucial stage has been reached in the long history ot e rmanent responsibility with respect to the question of
the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli confligly|estine until a satisfactory settlement based on international
in the Middle East. The dispossession of the Pales““'?ébitimacy is reached. The Committee reiterates that the
people has now passed the half-century mark. Of the tWe,\vement of the United Nations in thespce process, both
States envisaged under General Assgmbly resolution 181. dh the guardian of international legitimacy and in the
of 29 November 1947, only the Jewish State has come ini@,ilization and provision of international assistance for
being, while the Palestinian people still yearns for thgeyelopment, is essential for the successful outcome of the
establishment of its own State on its national soil. FOlﬂeace efforts. As the organ of the General Assembly

million Palestinians ®ll live in refugee camps under ggiaplished to deal with the question of Palestine, the
precarious conditions. Despite thadeniable achievementsc g mmittee pledges itself to continue to mobilize the

of the peace process sint893, most of the Palestinian andiernational community at the governmental

other Arab territorigs occupied by Isragl in 1967, inCIUdin%tergovernmental and non-governmental levels, in support
Jerusalem, remain under occupation, vulnerable g, comprehensive, just and lasting solution of this question,

exploitation of resources, land confiscation and encroachifgaccordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions.
settlements. The area under the Palestinian Authority remains

fragmented, its social and economic life jeopardized B3P- The Committee considers that its programme of
damaging closures, lack of free passage and access to/fIRetings in the various regions and its cooperation with non-

outside world. Thousands of Palestinians are still in IsraglPvernmental organizations have played a useful role in
jails. heightening international awareness of the relevant issues and

) . i . o in achieving wider recognition of and support for the
87. The continuation of this unjust situation and thg.pieyement of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian
widespread suffering it entails is unacceptable, partlcula;;%ople. In that regard, the Committee will continue to review
since agreements outlining the framework for a peacelyl,q assess its programme in order to achieve maximum
solution were already reached by the parties. The Cite& oo tiveness in its programme of meetings and other
believes that, as humankind prepares to enter the NgWiities and to respond adequately to developments on the

millennium, it is incumbent upon the co-sponsors of te@ge  or5nd and in the peace process. Recommendations to that
process, the Security Council and the international communii¥a .t will be submitted in due course.

as a whole to do everything within their power to achieve _ )
peace and reconciliation in the Middle East, which is sy1- Inresponse to the call by the Chairman of the Executive
essential for international peace and security. In this contekommittee of the PLO and President of the Palestinian
the Committee expressed the hope that the Wye RivAHthority, Yasser Arafat, for the convening of the millennial
Memorandum, signed on 23 OctohE998, would be fully celebration at Bethlehem in the context of a global vision of
implemented, provide the much-needed impetus to the O®i§ace and recoii@tion, the Committee has requested the

process and help the parties to move forward to tfieclusion of an item in the agenda of the fifty-third session of
negotiations on permanent status issues. the General Assembly in order to mobilize wide international

. support for the event. Itis the hope of the Committee that the
88. To be truly lasting, peace must be based on solsemply will adopt a consensus resolution on this item. The
foundations of justice, respect for human rights and,mmitiee is also planning tmavene a Bethlehe@000
humanitarian law, and relations of equality and partnershifiernational conference in Rome in early 1999. The

between neighbours. The policies and practices efmmittee invites the greatest international participation in
occupation, which seek to create actuality on the ground agjfs major event.

to permanently alter the demographic composition of the _ ) o
occupied territory, violate the right of the Palestinian peop The Committee stresses the essential contribution of the

to self-determination and statehood and make the achievemightision for Palestinian Rights of the United Nations
of real peace impossible. The international community, Recretariatin support of the objectives of the Committee and
particular the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth GeneYygduests it to continue its programme of publications and
Convention, must intensify its efforts to ensure protection féther activities, in particular the further development of the
the Palestinian people, pending the achievement of a fifdNISPAL collection, and the completion of the project for
settlement. The Comittee, accordingly, will remain fully the modernization of the records of the United Nations
engaged in efforts to convene the conference requested by #giiciliation Commission for Palestine. The Coittee also
General Assembly at its tenth emergency special sessiorfonsiders that the annual training programme for staff of the
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Palestinian Authority has demonstrated its usefulness and
requests that it be continued.

93. The Committee also considers that the special
information programme on the question of Palestine of the
Department of Public Information has made an important
contribution to informing the media and public opinion of the
relevant issues, and requests that it be continued, with the
flexibility necessary in the light of new developments. The
Committee believes that strengthening cooperation and
coordination with the Department will help to enhance the
special information programme on the question of Palestine
and assist the Committee in the implementation of its
mandate. The Committee is of the view that cooperation and
coordination between the Department and the Division for
Palestinian Rights should also be strengthened. The
Committee requests the Department to give particular
attention to the preparation of audio-visual and other
informational materials aimed at the general public.

94. Wishing to make the greatest possible contribution to
the achievement of a just and lasting peace during the difficult
times that lie ahead, the Committee calls upon all States to
join in this endeavour and invites the General Assembly again
to recognize the importance of the role of the Coitbee and

to reconfirm its mandate with overwhelming support.
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