


In some other cases, the scope of national and international security
law may be obscure. This is not because impunity is considered desirable.
Indeed, paragraph 4 points to the opposite conclusion. Rather, it is because
the law might still be developing. The phrase “inasmuch as they are
governed by other rules of international law™ was carefully chosen by the

negotiators to capture these considerations.
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As will be recalled, the 2007 elements of an overall package were
developed following extensive consultations among delegations to clarify
further the general approach of the principles on which we have proceeded
as just outlined. They are not intended to provide any additional obligations
to the 2002 proposals, nor do they seek to modify obligations of States that

they already have under international humanitarian law.

As the Chairman mentioned earlier, this is the tenth year of our
negotiation of the draft comprehensive convention. During this past year,
several delegations have increasingly emphasized the necessity to take
decisive steps forward on the draft convention and bring the long-standing
negotiation process to a closure. With the elements of a compromise
package and the suggestions that I put forward during last year’s Working
Group, I believe that we have the necessary tools in front of us to fulfill our

mandate.

Thank you.



