
Paragraph 1 of article 18 generally safeguards other rights, obligations and 
responsibilities of States, peoples and individuals under international law. This 
formulation would include the right of peoples to self-determination. This paragraph 
should be read together with the additional paragrpph 5 of the elements of the overall 
package, which seeks to further clarify these particular aspects in the context of 
international humanitarian law and projects the clear demarcation tbat we have sought to 
make between the draft convention and activities governed by international humanitarian 
law. 

It is common knowledge that an entirely different legal regime, already well 
established, addresses the activities of armed forces during armed conflict. This is the 
rationale behind paragraph 2 of draft ar1icle 18. I have had the occasion earlier in the 
week to drav,' attention to the broad understanding of the meaning of "armed forces" and 
"armed conflict" within the context of developments in international humanitarian law, as 
reflected in the relevant commentaries to 1949 Geneva Conventions and 1977 Additional 
Protocols. International humanitarian law' govems these activities, including by 
prohibiting celtain conduct during armed conflict and criminalizing acts which are 
committed in breach of such law. 

Paragraphs 3 and 4 of draft article 18 exclude the activities undertaken by the 
military forces of a State in the exerdse of their official duties. The exclusion of militarY-. ­
forces of a State has specific qualifiers to safeguard against impunity and it is understood 
that other laws would apply. Again, the elements of the overall package offer further 
clarity as regards tbe need to address impunity, with an additional preamble and some 
Language to paragTaph 4 of article 18. 

Draft article 2,. read in conjunction with draft article 18, constitute core provisions 
of our draft instrument. However, it also bears recaUing that the draft convention contains 
additional treaty obligations for States. For instance, draft article 8 oftbe draft convention 
provides for specific obligations of prevention for States parties, including the taking of 
all practicable measures to prevent and counter preparations of offences referred to in 
article 2, as well as obligations to cooperate, in particular in the exchange of information. 

Let me conclude by stating tbat I firmly believe that there is more v,'hich unites us 
than divides us on these delicate issues. My sense in my contacts with many delegations 
these past fevv' days is that there is a political will to finalize these negotiations and adopt 
the draft convention preferably during the next session of the General Assembly. I hope 
that delegations 'will seize the opportunity to achieve this objective. The elements of the 
package and the additional explanations made since 2007 provide us with sufiicient 
information to bener understand the context and rationale of our efforts. I wish to recall 
tbat the elements of the package emerged [rom a long and arduous process. They are a 
result of our collective work. I am confident that on the basis of what we have done we 
should now be ready to take the necessary decisions and move forward. 

Thank you. 
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