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Mr. Chainnan, 

The EU believes that there is a certain momentum for a decisive step forward. In our 
view, as we stated earlier, the negotiations should focus on reaching a consensus on the 
outstanding issue, namely article 18, which defines the scope of application of the 
Convention. At this point, we would also like to express the EO's appreciation for the 
explanation given by the Coordinator and her new effort to highlight certain aspects of 
her package proposal. 

The ED was ready to accept the 2002 compromise proposal but reiterates its willingness 
to continue considering the 2007 package proposal seriously and has listened with great 
interest to the opinions and explanations expressed by other delegations. 

As mentioned, for the ED the most important value added lies in further strengthened 
cooperation and coordination in this area. The Convention would be complementary to 
the existing international counter-terrorism instruments already adopted. The EU supports 
the Coordinator's objectives in seeking a solution that does not affect existing rights and 
obligations under international law, in particular the Convention should not seek to 
modifY or create new obligations under International Humanitarian Law, in order to 
preserve and ensure respect for those rules. 

Mr. Chainnan, 

Let me conclude by thanking you and other members of the Bureau for your guidance 
throughout this session of the Ad Hoc Committee. 

Together with other delegations we are willing to give serious consideration to the 
Coordinator's package proposal and expect that the constructive spirit of these 
discussions will contribute to finalise by consensus this Convention in tbe very near 
future. 

In our part we are ready to continue our reflection and exchange of views in preparation 
of a substantive consideration of these issues in the Working Group of the 6th Committee 
in autumn. 

1 thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


