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Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to express my delegation's appreciation to you and other members of 

the Bureau for all the efforts you have put into facilitating the negotiations on the agenda 
items of the Ad Hoc Comminee, in particular the draft Comprehensive Convention on 
Terrorism. I assure you of my delegation's full support and cooperation. 

The delegation of tbe Islamic Republic oflran associates itself with the statement 
made by distinguisbed delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic on behalf of the OIC 
Group and the one made by my own delegation on behalfofthe Non-Aligned Movement. 
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established by General Assembly resolution 5//2/0 of /7 December /996, particularly by 
its Chairman and the Coordinator, to that end. We are committed to remain actively 
engaged with a view to arriving at consensual ~ollltions for the key outstanding issues. 
This should be done without compromising or affecting the established norms and 
principles of international humanitarian law concerning the legality and legitimacy of 
people's struggle against foreign occupation, aggression, eolonialism and alien 
domination to achieve self-determination. The new Convention should also criminalize 
acts of terrorism committed by State, including by its military forces. In fact 'all 
measures of intimidation or of terrorism {by military forces, during a conflict] are 
prohibited' under article 33 of the 4 th Geneva Convention. This could be a basis for 
crimjnalizing such acts of States during peacetime, as well. 

Mr. Chairman, 
III-intended attempts to tarnish any religion, culture or nation by linking them 

with terrorism must be rejected. Such ill-advised and simplistic approach to terrorism, 
would only lead to distrust, hatred and division among nations as vvell as giving a leeway 
to terrorists. We welcome all initiatives that seek to promote dialogue among 
civilizations, cultures and religions. We reaffirm our commitment to the principles and 
true teachings of Islam Wllich rejects aggression, prohibit killing of innocent people and 
value peace, compassion and tolerance. 

Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to conclude by reiterating the importance of countering drug 

trafficking as an essential element of a successful campaign against terrorism, given the 
fact that drug-trafficking is used as a financial resource for some terrorist groups in our 
surrounding area. For decades Iran has been at the forefront of a costly war against 
transnational drug traffickers. The indjspensable role played by my country in fighting 
drug trafficking has, over and over, been recognized by the international community. 

We are deeply concerned over the fact that the cultivation and production of 
opium has been soaring in Afghanistan from 200 I when the country was invaded. This 
issue raises serious questions and needs to be addressed accordingly. 

. We stand ready as ever to cooperate with other countries, especially with the 
neighboring countries and with the relevant United Nations bodies to prevent and counter 
terrorism. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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