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….Agenda item 100: Measures to eliminate international terrorism (continued)

The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m.
….
Agenda item 100: Measures to eliminate international terrorism (continued)
Oral report by the Chairman of the Working Group

38.
Mr. Perera (Sri Lanka) recalled that at its seventh meeting the Committee had decided to establish a working group to continue to carry out the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee, established by General Assembly resolution 51/210 of 17 December 1996, as contained in General Assembly resolution 60/43 of 8 December 2005. The Working Group was open to all States Members of the United Nations, of the specialized agencies or of the International Atomic Energy Agency. Its Chairman had to keep it informed of the outcome of his bilateral contacts with delegations on the draft comprehensive convention on terrorism and on the convening of the high-level conference, to be held under the auspices of the United Nations, to formulate a joint organized response of the international community to all forms of terrorism. The Working Group had held one plenary meeting, on 3 November 2006, at which it had had before it the reports of the Ad Hoc Committee on its sixth and tenth sessions (A/57/37 and Corr.1, A/61/37) and the report of the Working Group of the Sixth Committee convened during the sixtieth session of the General Assembly (A/C.6/60/L.6). It had also had before it two letters from the Permanent Representative of Egypt, one addressed to the Secretary-General (A/60/329) and the other to the Chairman of the Sixth Committee (A/C.6/60/2). All proposals by delegations concerning the draft comprehensive convention remained on the table for consideration by the Working Group. On 11 and 12 October 2006, as Chairman, he had briefed the Working Group on his bilateral contacts on that subject and on the convening of the high-level conference. He had also met with the President of the General Assembly, who had underlined the importance of working towards finalizing the draft comprehensive convention as a matter of priority.

39.
Although no new proposals had emerged during the bilateral contacts, he was encouraged by the positive attitude shown by delegations. Some of them had alluded to the adoption of the global counter-terrorism strategy as proof of the potential for a consensus solution on the outstanding issues concerning the draft convention. Delegations had expressed their wish to convene a session of the Ad Hoc Committee in the spring of 2007, with informal contacts continuing in the meantime. Intensive informal work would be needed among delegations in order to generate texts to pave the way for an overall agreement on the draft convention.

40.
In seeking to reach a consensus on the draft convention, it was generally understood that agreement on draft article 18 was the key to an overall agreement. Achieving such agreement would depend on drawing a clear distinction between the criminal law regime to be established under the draft convention, and international humanitarian law. However, more time was needed to work on new proposals to build upon the language of draft article 18, while preserving its integrity. Emphasis had been placed on preserving, in the drafting process, the acquis of the existing law and practice, as reflected in the various sectoral counter-terrorism instruments. It had also been argued that a draft comprehensive convention should cover all existing legal gaps and situations, including acts by armed forces of a State which were not governed by international humanitarian law. The proposal currently on the table in that regard in the context of draft article 2 (A/60/37, annex III A), should be considered alongside issues relating to draft article 18. 

41.
During the bilateral contacts, some delegations had expressed the view that the convening of a high-level conference should be considered only after agreement had been reached on the draft comprehensive convention, on the understanding that such a conference would help to enhance international cooperation in combating international terrorism. However, other delegations felt that the two issues should not be linked.

42.
In order to explore ways of overcoming the existing differences on the draft convention, delegations should work assiduously during the intersessional period on possible compromise texts.

The meeting rose at 11.50 a.m.
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